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)"BOMBAY ORTHODOK > S
CONVENTION "1

MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
DIOCESE OF BOMBAY

Family get-together & Venue:

Mega Convention Bombay Diocesan Centre

“ Dr. Mar Theophilus Nagar ”
on su"dav’ 4th Femuary 2024 at St. Mary's Multipurpose School Ground,

(3.00 PM to 9.30 PM) Vashi, Navi Mumbai.

Mega Convention Speaker :
Rev. Fr. John T. Varghese, Kulakkada

Evening Prayer & Special Convention (in English)
Venue : St. Thomas Aramana Church, Vashi

Special orientation
sessions / classes
will be held for Kids,
Teens, Youth and Elders

Regional Convention Regional Conventions Regional Convention

Speaker Speaker

Wednesday, 31-Jan-2024 | Wednesday, 31-Jan-2024
Surat Zone
Silvasa St. Gregorios 0SC CBD/Belapur St. Mary's 0SC

Friday, 02-Feb-2024 Friday, 02-Feb-2024

~ Mulund St. George 0SC Pimpri St. Mary's 0SC

AR ATy  Saturday, 03-Feb-2024 Saturday, 03-Feb-2024  FIoE TR YT
Kulakkada Kalyan Zone | Malad Zone | (Professor, Old Theological Seminary,
(ZEEERIM PR - Ambernath St. Gregorios 0SC Vasai St. Thomas 0SC WOSC, Kottayam )
e Time:7.00PMto9.30PM | Time:7.00PMto9.30PM
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Dearly Beloved,

We are immensely proud and grateful to God Almighty for the countless
blessings that was bestowed upon us, especially the great privilege of having
the celebrations, the great feast like the Nativity of Jesus Christ, and so many
other events of historic moments in the life and witness of Jesus Christ, who
came down as a human to serve mankind and enabled us to walk with Him
to the fullness of life and eternal life. It is a season of wonderful days, where
we commemorate people who left an imprint in the Salvific action and were
privileged to walk with Him, Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the whole world,
born in a manger as a human being and could extend the riches of the
salvation in totality. So amazing is the impact, that we are privileged to be a
part of this great faith, in spite of all the limitations being in a far of place
from where the religion originated. Nevertheless the coming of St. Thomas
with very special platter of delicacies in terms of Christian faith and practices,
and churning out true followers of Jesus Christ along with the Apostles and
the beloved ones through the centuries. And we are the privileged ones to
have the true faith in his fullness when compared to that of many other
traditions and the practices. For all these above things, we have to be very
much grateful and obliged and bask under the glory and guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

Certainly the wonderful service, leadership and messages we received
through St. Thomas, the beloved disciple who had the privilege of touching
the wounds of the risen Lord and proclaiming his faith “My Lord and My
God” is something remarkable to ponder upon. That particular wave and
facilities was continued all throughout his teachings in different parts of the
country, which reached even the farthest corners of China. Nowadays, we
come to know that it’s possible that St. Thomas might have preached the
Gospel even in USA during his two-year term during the Dormition of St.
Mary and his return to India to continue his missionary activity in India. We
are thus privileged to identify the great riches and remarkable blessings of his
and that of the other fathers who were instrumental in shaping the Church.
More than that, we are privileged to retain and enhance the true faith all
through these centuries, in spite of the fact that the early chutrches had to face
persecution and martyrdom. But that was the best time to mould and give
shape and get tuned and turned to the worthiest content of the true faith of
which we are so proud of, but at the same time with great humility we have
to make ourselves available to the Mighty one.

The great history of the Malankara Orthodox Chutch, since its inception
and the foundation by St Thomas is a legacy in totality and many things are
hidden even today, but at the same time, even if it unravels the slightest, it
again makes a great impact in terms of God’s mercy and blessings to
extend riches to different parts of the country, which enables India as one of
the ancient countries to receive the true faith of Jesus Christ as the Saviour of
the whole world and legacies of true Christian community since first century.
We have to be humble before God for all these blessings in spite of our
unworthiness, but at the same we have to fold our hands in gratitude and
gratefulness for all things we have received. At the same time the great
responsibility to keep it worthy as it has been and to bring it to the minds of
the people in hundreds and millions to see that they will also be accepting the
true faith is our responsibility. So during the celebrations we have got a special
important emphasis to be made and our hearts, life and witness should be
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open to the people who does not have clarity of the worthiness and the
intent to be a part of true Christian faith and that commitment has to be
sharpened and deepened in our lives, so that others who may watch, who
may keep a distance will also be attracted to true faith and they will be enabled
to make their confessions like St. Thomas, reiterating their faith in Jesus Christ
as their own Saviour and Saviour of the whole world.

So this transmission is to happen in our lives throughout, for which we
have to re-dedicate ourselves and all the unwarranted aspects have to be
wiped away, we have to be cleansed with the touch of God, guided by the
Holy Spirit and empowered by the Fruit of the Spirit. So this season is very
important that we march together as a pilgrim set for the main charm as the
privileged wise-men, the shepherds and the heavenly realm to praise God
Almighty and place ourselves at His feet with the humility so that we will be
enriched by His grace and blessings.

The Diocese of Bombay of the Malankara Orthodox Church is cleatly
focusing on the revival process and also in the preparation for the Golden
Jubilee celebration of the Diocese, which carries the agenda of focusing on
equipping ourselves, especially the upcoming generation, so that they will be
happy and excited and feel privileged to be the true Christians and feel well
furnished to interact and to have this legacy to be shared by the rest of the
people who would have accepted Jesus as their personal Saviour. So internal
as well as external, our preparedness is to be closer to the Lord and bring
others closer to Him, which is to be practiced and implemented by the
transformation of our lives, which is pleasing to God and is a role model to
the society. All the aspects during this season, especially out participation in
the liturgical hours, in the canonical prayers, that gets us be closer to the main
church has to be owned dearly and delivered effectively. So that many people
will be richly blessed and excited to have the wonderful treat from the main
church, which will be impactful in the new year as well for the future, so that
it will be pleasing to God and be a model to the society, enriching the Church
and the society to transform the whole of creation.

As we are preparing ourselves to participate in the feast of Nativity, in the
feast of the great saints along with Epiphany, the Lord’s Baptism, all these
things have to be given shape and we have to intimate in the wealth of the
Sacraments and our life should be rededicated, so that God’s blessings will
be in abundance and others will also be enriched by our life and through our
commitment and witness.

May God bless us to have a meaningful Christmas and a blessed New
Year. We are longing to have great celebrations of the Feast of the Diocesan
Headquarters and also the Gospel Convention which will enable us to come
together and celebrate those days and to have the worthy things in and through
the Gospel Convention and every step we move with.

So, I requestall of you to be earnest in your prayers and sincere involvement,
so that all these efforts will be pleasing to God and useful to the society and
especially in enriching all our members. Soliciting the passion and commitment
of all of us, especially may the younger generations be fruitfully active and
attracted to the word of God. May God bless all of us!

Your Shepherd in Christ,

Geevarghese Mar Coorilos
Metropolitan, Diocese of Bombay
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EDITORIAL

(@ICVE 9OBAUOMIM) M@
&HQOMOQG3 ADOENAIYNBSAIGCO,

MLORAIENIAO)RINOW AOQO0) AUBaHo &)S] Mo allaTils)d@oem). W)L
BBB)HSWV)0 GaldBailZlH8)ESW)o @RIVAOMIWY VoeNJEBBRS)0, MOalooU]
S8)0s mlelailgl wmiEBg)o, @PWsal®la] GROVIV @RAITLOIINO
BBS8)0, H)SJoNINITWEBBOS BILOIRINIHH)MD)0 YD)MIDIBNAND0
¢Qal® HAUSIOS;OMM D@20V HEMSla eI QGO H:B)0, @01V
CBODOBBBIAS (aladDTVMEBBB)0, BOHEN HBHIMNE AM ~ AOQHNHNAN @RI
MNBSLNOHSWOEN MIODELI00 HSANIEaIIH)MND . §6 (B IV @Al
ailtolomo E3ULOINM alel BINEM)o HSMNI(HAlENRR|SIAMN BOMTV
@08 aldH8)o MOMMOROW] M0 BHIEMBHWV)0 BHUBBN)BHDI0 H2IQIaM).
alDE0a0I®Y MOIMIHUWBERISWVIT  Galoeho HAIN)a|lOBW)o alledlau
OOIOM®Io MoAIIB6EBG)o Calddailgle:a8)o aloMaloo 2181010016 WAl
©ERo af)LJoo @RaldSH02000llWo QAIdRUla) QIE)IM). Bajo AUYSI
R1ailoom1G3 ahrIdcomens ailuo)rllw)e WIBKIle:MmW)o HAISIINBS
(oIQIdOD]SHB)O2L100 MV ailB9)aN  GROSUI®OAITLO  allaleemo® 1™
@06M). DAIHWEI0 B0} WLOIBON (HIV@JOMBe Dalloaow Rlallmo
109} MAIdes ©aIehalg]le:d QWAEMAMMAIWIo B0)QIWD O
BN o izlolmomla) amEseeIadaflen)e allwmssaiw)moem.
O®OMWOWEI0 BELIOHIT3 M@ ICIM)0, MITBH)0, MBI He)0, WG
il PE9)o calenE]l 80) AllvdIoM] @R 2lMILINOW] (FLIEIEBB6N0Y
BINOI® Moety RINOODIG @ DOCAIHI®206M. ailes
ClMO®HUWB 0MBS B0} Haf)dIE000 M@ 2 AT HWIo MLIO)
(aIUBODNE) B0 OaIQIAN (SITV@ LM UBENSVIG3 QENBOGHMNE
&0Llo @O} (B2 2fldlen)an).

ailvol (a1M® (eIN1LNIQM ag) PO BH00M alDELID HBHIVERID
®oM 30) GRYAlHBG000WIG3 ali)AUTHO}AM 60} 2100 DEBHMWIE:
a0l2H0LIOMI@3 A§NEEBROBLI00 @RDINOUDITMIT  @EMTIMIOED)
DOMOS0BHMEIBINGH MBBMalIMHU8 B30) AULNW (aldlTVWIWIG3
@RS, BRONOOUDIOOD EMEISIAUOM @A HEMBOMIW 20BN
@)52001 80)22)) GalBaN MITILN)B> af)M@OVIO}IM). BD)A2)) G2lB)
W@3E)EMNUIUB aldMal0o a)S ald3M 20MeE® GRMIR]1aNes00
af)M @Al HOMBODI. af)MNO@3 alliMIs)nEo® 26Q00) ealepailg]
830)012 yM@3EN) MU0 @RI LOTEOTIHE! H)BOW MBB)BUB O]

Competition organized by the Youth Movement of Doha Malankara
Orthodox Church.
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af)210aIBam)o MOIANHUWB aB@3EHNMET AN af) M®OW]0)M).
H)BOM MBB)HEBQ M01Al)0 GR@ICAUBNW)0 nBOICHHENE] AU Eaoud
QM  )AS)OM) B0) G0 MBBWalMB:UB &)50 il TVIC AHROW]
D309} (1022}, @A oGO0 ®IDMVIVWIOD allRald®ERQ) @6M)
OMO6IM) 2@1af) AIlem). GUoaHIEH)MAIVES) MG E6N8) AIlE:ud
20(®@26MYNBOV0)M®). BANMBIT3 &S0 Allg) 200)E: BRM AUSIWOW]
BR®1HOHVMYOMITOaIS MDD EB)MQICMMIIMI0 af) AN EMNEH)R0W]
©)Saf) 2006a|S}d BROMLLOWVEIT H)OSWBBAIOOS H)BOD MBSB)
HUWB a@Qlo CABMBB)o MOIAHBlo Mallaflo a0lDalO@®OOD @RI
RNale9)d. CaBM>HSlo 2)0la®8)o a@Qlo 60)ala)) MILIHHID
®10)20M2ja1d noemeom er®lRlaila)) of)a» @D Acle:slenes
(OMOBOOM A l06IN) HAUDTBN)IN). @RAIOOHM IO GMOQIBNHIO® )0
@RaIOMIG3 WIMBS  H)GOMTIHNIEMUIUE MBOIODIo )50 Ailg)
GaldB0OMW)MBS MVaOMOMIENMIV (SHlav@m@e2©  &Rlalloo
OH SN]SO0 D (A lHI)ENIW TVIa02IOJOIERS MAYHE MVLOUSBeEMo.

aBQIGHN}0 MGANIAH(AIBRIW (B1MEAM MAUAIGIVO G@RYUDOTVE:UB
GMOYaM).

MEMa0aliBqjo,

and. . ail ARV

aflafl ag)auilQd

@RYOIWM QIBaH HLIMNEA (ald>d0dMo H2lB®)

®)Mod)Fo: B)Mod)Bo @RS)apS] HTVMO 6RIAE aI8S]  Halo)MNOs]
GMOS @PMENITWla] BEH6NIA 28-M) @YOIWMI AIBeH B>eleTeA (2023-24)
ewo. »IAURMINS 208 W)ellewomy OO(®C 0RO, EHIMDowelo @@
GOMOAM §21010 al8s] Qlle:00] CMOAMS Galdud OMIOM @RBY (Al®] ME3L;]
OIS (2 lHIU0MO HalT®). RO @Y VDOTOG GRIOTIMY alRlcHs
aHMBIS @RYEN DD HL1ENEA (alN1ELIBCENM D). @RYUdRo ROEMRA anleil
G0 0MIOM 9UWBeaes MW §HAGIHAE TVAlaoclMEIWO)aM). GO,
01BN 208 ©)elcIT HA(®ICaPOmIWIHS B13LIMISHO
@RYNaOCHNOWBW)o (MDD MEBBYOSW)0 aNLIROWIF6N) DO B0) Bl
oM@ 10 AIGauEBUWBHN) MM (alTVlRL1B:06Mo @RYOoE]|®).
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GCAInIMo

alolonudolmlaw)o
NIVOLIINIM LIM)EIDIW)0

aNd., GAWI. Adh. afjo. G22I

al@lMOI®] )M QOB aG@OIM)o BUIHERBOIWIS Mo AUSHOCWHO Dal
couilen ). o@latloel Environment ag)an@la) ald020@1506m ae1os
O@I@3 alGlTRAIG] AVOWOOEHM DalCVIWIHN)AND. 20-00 MQIMEIHTT DO
003RLOBIRINEM aldBlVAIGIB: IS (o (Environmental Science) ag)an alo
Mwooe! DO)OWICIYW)M®. @PMIM) aldoM0W] ecology af)dm aldalo Dal
cOUlanmMIME. @AM alyaimune® (Ecosystem) qmuosniauwlaj)88 alom
moemeeo Ecology. 0™ Q0#e)&»ea8e100 ®exflod ¢hole @pdmNeEea6a3u3
96Ms. alBlTLOI®] af)ID ABHIM CRHUCIBHROVS BPACMNHAS)OMIT ‘21)Q)
288 @OQITVA’ af)aN) alOWo. VINRIAINGAOMI0 D AM)aHL OO MM)H6
21188 QIJOITLOVOE. BRMIVW® BMYaHYCH (Bl ®a0w (Anthropo-
centric) aljQ)aloS)dHUd. @YAIOAV QILAITLOHWAN) AlOWEMIOPI0 @ROEIHM]
CHBODIG DMUMo, BdM}aUIOM 2)Gla|glw)ss RIAIR0LIGES)OS
@RAIOTL QAULAUTLOOHVEHN)O12J06M M0 BH)S}MT3 alClHn)IM®).

WOM(@1VAOW AlOMEBUBHBHIajo DD QNGNS BoBUMIHaNe GaId
WO (MaloQo @RYRLIOGLIE®:AN0 TVDMBOYUVOTI(® MalBUBlWINOW aflam
@O8WVW)o aloMEBO8W)o DWATmIAiSISME. ©B0a0emaowl Eco- Philoso-
phy, Eco-Sophy, Eco-Theology, Eco-Spirituality, Eco-Feminism, Eco-Aesthetics
®)563E1001 30BH6H0. MABH 2NQMBS BODH alBlTLAIGIEOa OO (A I®Y
VWO (@ lOA0W)o @RYRELIOGLEBAI0 MDY IV alEANRO® MIEAIW]
@YUV ELINGEBSICRITHEH MO DD QG MWEH)IN). @REAOUS HAI0J
D(BOMFHONOW @RM)EAIEBUEHY @oqj0o0 @M 1(BVAIW @PM)EAINGTW
e18360889)0a] 2060008 DEajowd M2 @RAITVO RENOWIB1BHaN).

0D 2lDHOHSOMY0 AN @ AUCDIG )GV ERUVEBSEL @RYW)
M 00M (@ A0 MVOEH:GBHANB W0 Alld0Mo (aldaila)) M)SeBEIQ &$lem
Q6MB) M)QOETBYHSIT MSAN AMYaH (2 IIBCDMEBBUS B)elo HENZOW BANIEM)
aloalmubl@les (aiolavawl (Environmental crisis). @o@o@@ amM)atyM)o BM)
a1y 210IOM af)GajoP)o ®IEEIMIBOMIOB9MEIGlHNMM (aldi@1W)o ®e2l©3
@R @32 DML AM)aHIB @RAIO)HS @RYAIDAV AYAUITLAVWIW R)AIWIHS
QT MEBBBYOS (AIAUBADMEEBUW M)elo @RYLIOMGaLIalla)) @Sl @)al
B)Flaf) H)Flaf) DOYNYo HalMilo MVIGEMNAN0 HTISHCIVW)e GRGIEIAR0W
af)IRAIMMAaRe MSOW]. HWHHGIV)o af)FIP@)o HOMa] )OS HeRA
caalel allavelai®adss]. 8dlepeno MUWBlHOIC oloEYlenio MYZHIWAE Glwd
HSO)HBo CRWWEBBSBJo TViaSla] 26)), HAUSI0, ADW) afAVIAUOW
®ldom)o erlaaumOsel. am)aHiM)o R10IRILIBBUIGN)0 VIOV MSIO)S
ea3l. QIL0AINOW@G:aN0 MVIEEGH0N0 MINGIHANROW af)2lo aflé:avmalo
(Development) aidlrudlolwyes (Environment) quo@yeil@moaiaqun mudlailafy
210160 ®I8(H20 ERAIGMISODILISH]. @M aldAINAIGIS: (al@IaV
TWIWOS HOMEINW (alvdMo.

@O@)OHNE alo@larubl@le: enalemyuomi(@ (Eco-Aesthetics) omload
WAaMo ag)aM} alOWIAN®) (AIWIM@OW)o Alld @Al allaHAWARe BRBNHA|S
MIOS 6®»02])B1210® @E®IHMW TVIBO AW @IS (& O O] GLIBE)
@G 2 )OBH06MBYAUDIAUOMB M0V BB a)MN@I6M).

a)IMO@3 @ailos alGlAlGIWHS @ELOAID NIDAOIPOW a)Q)aldS)HB)eS
DG JOPOO @OAUITVO B0} GOINRIGHIMAIW] &0sMeMo. GOIWo eNIdUSlajl
BlH9)aMN® MAYHS BLUOIROW (aldi@IT]LIEl, GRGING GPELUIAIW GO
gleljo @PAIVINS aldMald NITWOMILNA06M. al)0On GMOIBH)BMUIOUD
80G0OMY0 CAUNO GAOO M0 HOMOMESIRI0, @IMOV® MINYVI@I Al
@A) Calonel aflalw Mo20)aIEBSET3 @ROIWHQ]SIOINE;IEN0, MD)BE @By
WPV @RYPEBSIG MAIOWVEI0 alddValdo NITWIGHEA|SIGlENaM). 0D
ald0Maloyalo ENIDMWAIONe MANHS TVDMBOIBAMOIONG @RYEMIHe LI
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£ -J\‘ k 48

em. Mo 1AM (VYWIW)o MIBLIVWEBBB)o @RSITLNIMAIOAIOHEMAT) M)
OBHLI0AUBHN)0 @RCIW0. AUODNHUB HHINE) Vaila] VIMEBBUWLH) A)MNNBS
®o6MmM Mo 1o. AUIBNBUB AUOYEGMUIUB BRD® alll ROaHUMHSIG3 @RYAIJS. alel
@RAMNEEBUY WIMTa{levdo. af)MMO@I GRGIIOMEI0 R0AIlSEIW Vo l®o ag)alo
2MaH BHNI0 BaNo6M); R1UR0LIBBUWBAN) GaldLo @YMVIOBYHOQI0 @RYM
MBEOWHANAEM. @RGa|OUd MADHS TVDVMBOIBAUMo TLYHSIWOS ©oails
BBRS1GRINs OSEEBIEGMIIPIAM @R® MVIAYZRMIMAale VIMml(aldanoe VA0
OBBHICIWDIBHAND. af)2I0 HLIGHSIHSWo @RSITLNIMOBIG EEBHM
Mo I LILR0W BO) GOBICLBH®W)ENS. D Mox0 (thythm) @emmwosn
(a1By @WYOS LMo @RLAAID L3M)EHBOW], B:0LITVO(BHNMEBBBIOS 639)BHOW]
‘@0RI100IMA’ @I MO0)M D). @RM)EE06NBIEM  BHOLIDAITMLAD QIY@IWIMo
aloGlNOI®IH CGEINODBIHG (alWOM LISUIMEBSIHLIMMOW] Moo &0y
ano. daaoemmﬂ@ng MO8 (HMo LanJa@JmTcﬂs)ag @YD BB MOB(HAOMIT AT
20) O B1W)aN@o6M).

MEOS TVDMBOYBAUMOOD @RYPMBBMILNEMODEIG3 MO0 VY AHSIWOS
@RADE]E: NIMDEBG)o AldOMTal0 E@RS)0 MGHAMTaIBMEB8)o @1Gafo]
@M al@lud’leimMo GMSeMo. BRMIV® AlGlNOIGIWOS ENI0AOSLIGHEMEEB
Sle3 20(@o (VL] 2|)OBITEIBISHIOD ag)NIEM @ODIOM O6) 2IGM AU
B9)IM DA af)M @REMIaH]2])OB0MEIBlBHEMo. D BMYaUIBHS MVOWY
200 2NOAMEIMBSS®R0W B0) GREMIaHEMAEN). QNS DBIAOVEMEBBUI
alO®oo:

DG 08 M@HHCIWOARD (alaleml afl@emomIwo (Cosmology) @MYL
@la] MmaeS (alals@io @MMIdlato Qlle:MVlajjod:0eElGlenwosm) (Infla-
tionary Universe). ©a10)o® ail&:00vo 2o(@oel, @R alle:omomla) @)sday
o wileel aidebmal (accelaration) 96s. @RIV )S1AN)S] QIOYIM
CUN® WM VoLl M1HUB @G @GN BHOMNE] B8O I 6. D)
OMSIV]HHOMBS K0OMI(@TW TVEANWOIMEBBUS MEJOBIENE. af)NIM3 agf)aM)
NANWIENM (lnlERIHOD @RM)GHHUEMANE:TVIORIBN)IN@ af)aN G2l0B O
@3aI01H0200 pomoadlel GrElacooallmicandsmomleng (Big Bang) 900
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B BHENBOEN) @@ MVoRANENMEO®M) 2fleld al0WaM). af)islel)o GaldBio
MaIBIGEN)aM). af)T WE@IWIM) @R AlTEaNISMEOTD® @IGla{la]0? af)ao)
@00 ©62IMMIDON (alnleRIOOD BCO VAo AlSBOM)HW)o B2 2))
MO HWo OaIQIAND®)?

B)009)S] IO 26Q00) DBIAOVMOAS)HN0. MANHS BOEOI0)
O 0)OSW)o V01O EMOIN MMBE GMOSH0. MIMOS 01O OMIG3
(@ Hla] GABMEWI MILIOIMMEWI BN} LIOD al)AEHERYEINY
COmOIHS OO Mo KVATEOMIOM GRHIMOIH: MAIGIOWSHS)Ola] BaN)o
@GR B BHOLL af)MNI@ a@O®Es1e)0 60) GRAIVAICTIN CAIBMEWO
@B ]06OS @RAVITLOMEWI QAIMNIE M0 HAIRFAT B006MACMInHHe)EW)o
OOAUBYIVA0IWO CMS)HWV)0 OalDEMEN0. BWIHSGROG COIWo &6Na)
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1st Family Conference of

Surat Zone held at Valsad
Mar Gregorios OSC on 19th
Nov 2023 (Sunday). 175 par-
ticipants attended the confer-
ence from different parishes
of the Zone.
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Seeing the Harvest

Fr. Sam Oommen

Jesus said “the Harvest truly is plenty”- there are people who haven’t
reached yet, there is lot of work pending which needs to be done and one of
the greatest dangers of the modern

church is that we don’t realize the most important work Jesus assigned
us to do, “to go into the World”.

As Jesus ministered to the needs of the people all around Him, He met
their physical needs but He could also see beyond that. Jesus was able to
see the deepest need of their heart. As Jesus looked at the multitudes around
Him, He was moved with compassion for them, which literally means “to
be moved, a stirring in the heart”. He saw the reality and realized the needs
of the people who surrounded Him. He saw them as they were and He
sought to share this insight with you and me. He wants us to see the plight
of humanity as He does. He wants us to see people as they really are. He
wants us to be moved in the heart, just as He was moved. He wants us to
see the harvest through His eyes. May the Lord help us to see the lost
people around us like He sees them.

a He was pitying the harvest-When Jesus looked at the lost
people around Him, He saw them as they really were. He was
able to look beyond the facades of self- sufficiency, self-
righteousness and self-confidence.

U He saw the pain, loneliness and the misery they were going
through in their hearts. Jesus saw people who ‘fainted’ and ‘grew
weary’ under the load of their sins and the unrealistic expectations
forced upon them by their religious leaders.

0 He saw people who were ‘scattered’ literally cast down,
people who were wondering aimlessly through life with no
direction or destination, people who lived life with no shepherd
for their souls.

L He saw people who were utterly and helplessly lost.

The exterior world captures our attention to its extravagance, whims
and fancies, deep down in the interior depths there’s turmoil, confusion,
fear, loneliness, desperation etc. they have no answer to their question,
they need the Lord, May Lord help us to see the harvest through His
eyes.

U He saw the potential of the Harvest- Jesus looked at

the crowd around Him and He saw a ‘Plenteous Harvest’, surely
many were there to get close to their leader. But, Jesus saw
beyond, He saw men who needed to be saved by Grace. He saw a
harvest that was ripe for picking. He looked beyond their condition
and their destination and He saw people who could be delivered
change and saved. He not only saw the shortcomings but also the
potential they had in them.

What do we see when we look at the people around us? Do we
see poor people living in poverty as inferior, untouchables and
lowborn? Do we see them as they are or do we see them as what
the Lord could make of him/her if they went to Him? Jesus saw
them not as they were, but as they could be by grace. We need to
see them with the same kind of vision/perspective whenever we
reach out to them.

One day Jesus stood with His disciples, outside the city of
Samaritans. Now the Samaritans were people who were despised
by the Jews. The Samaritans originated from the

intermarriage of Jews with the Colonist sent to live in Israel by
Babylonians. Jesus went to a city of the Samaritans and spoke to
a sinful woman. He saw her not just as she was but as she could
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be saved through grace.
He saved her and many
Samaritans were also
saved because Jesus saw
the harvest as plentiful
everywhere, His words to
the disciples in St. John
Ch.- 4:25-41 are very
interesting.

There are people all
around us who need Jesus,
the harvest truly is
plentiful, many are ripe for
picking, we just need to
see them with the right
perception and do the
needful.

U He saw the problem of the harvest- As soon as Jesus looked
at the harvest, He acknowledged the fact that it was plentiful and
that it was pitiful. But as soon as He lost men all around, He realized
that there were only few laborers toiling hard and working
sincerely in the Father’s field. Same problem exists in today,
reaping the soul harvest is hardwork and only few are willing to
roll up their sleeves and get involves in the work. Jesus called His
men to follow Him, promising to make them “Fishers of Men”- St.
Matthew Ch.4:18-22. We have to step out and get in the field
(Church), the institution alone will not be able to save the harvest
of soul, Haggai Ch. 2:19. It must be done, otherwise the harvest
will never be reaped.

U He saw the power of the harvest- As Jesus spoke about the
harvest and all it requires, He told His men what to do first - Pray-
Why Pray? - Because God sees harvest brought into the barn, He
must till the soil of the heart. He must water the seed of word,
that is planted and He must cast the sunshine of Grace upon the
lose heart or there never will be a harvest, only He can do it and
we must pray over the harvest, Isaiah Ch. 6:1-9.

Thus, if we pray earnestly, He will send forth the laborers and that
might be us only.

Prayerful
wishes for a
blessed
ministry -
Fr. Jerin
P. John
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Muted Mics

The Age of Virtual Community:
A challenge to Paradisiacal Ethnicity?

Fr. Geevarghese (Jipson) Thomas

The philosophies of the East and the West have propounded a lot on
the innate nature of “the crown of the creations”. The “image-bearer’s”
birth is a destined selection to reflect the incarnated existence of the
Logos, parametric to the mind, body and soul. The catalyst-chain that
can affect this privilege in either ways, is one’s Quest for Divine
Revelation, the Quest raising Reason and the Reason resulting in
degrees of Faith. And surprisingly the end result that is Faith is
immeasurable in terms of the units of this world. Being a creation, we
individuals are nobody to measure the faith of other co-creations. But
unfortunately, the ‘free-choice spirituality’ is paving its own ways of
Christianity. And altogether such drops of water are becoming a bigger
body outside the Church with an identity of virtuality.

The phase of Cyber Worship is a circumstantial blessing in disguise.
We need to appreciate the technobrains who are gifted to develop and
discover human facilitation in varied realms, be it in secular or religious
frame. But the consumerism of such facilitation beyond limits and
spiritual ignorance, is the factor which stakes the Apostolic Tradition
and gives the enterprise of believers a new identity under the umbrella
term Cyber Church. Surely, abiding with the mandate protocols is our
communal responsibility. On the other hand, to derive circumstantially
and walk through the broader gate (Matthew 7:13-14), out of the
slothful free-choice spirituality, seeking the ease and facilitation, is a
naive mundane orient challenging our Paradisiacal Ethnicity. The Syriac
Liturgy beautifully traces out our ethnic sanguinity in one of the hymns
as follows-

“At morning, the Church gives thanks
Which You made like Paradise
But instead of trees and plants
It is filled with souls of men (human)
And on the harp of David
She sings praise to the bridegroom”

(Matins of Thursday, Common Prayers- Sheemo)

The Church (an experience, a fellowship, a communal expression of
Apostolic Faith) is the Paradise filled with human souls who give praise
to the Creator! In the quest for facilitation, this pure privileged
constituent metal is getting added with a mineral of ‘online nature’,
devaluing and ignoring the law given by our Lord to do (experience) in
His Rememberance (Adamo Dotheno - Until | Come)

“Lord Jesus....took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-
26)

Religiosity is on the verge of becoming the end coach of the train of
our life! With every quest and reasoning leading to certain priorities
and defiled faith, our coach gets shifted to the end gradually. Why
Religion has to be driven by facilitating trends of modernity? The
wisdom lies in bridging Religion with Science but not religiosity with
modernity. The day might break soon, when this free-choice spirituality
of the Cyber Church will avail services of the online booking and delivery
of the Holy Mysteries! Great is the fall looming then! The Online prayer
meetings work on a statutory instruction - Please mute your mics so as
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to avoid glitches. This only manifests that human brains can never match
God’s intelligence. We need a real-time fellowship free from every
glitches to praise God and partake in Heavenly Mysteries. Again, not
belittling any of the blessings this alternate virtual gathering has
rendered during these challenging phase, we must assess and be aware
of our readiness and preparations during participating in online liturgies.
But what if the drive for getting adapted in this virtual community is the
quest for ease?

This quest for ease is intensified with our resistance to the fear of
God. The Syriac Liturgy again records —

“All things | have considered
Nothing have | seen better
Blessed is he who loved - the fear of the Lord...”

(Compline of Wednesday, Common Prayers-Sheemo).

In Orthodoxy, this fear of God is not an emotion subject to get
terrified by the wrath of God. Rather, to be filled with awe in
accustoming God’s magnanimity in our humble living. In medical terms,
the resistance of a microbe to the drug designed to inhibit it is called
Anti Microbial Resistance (AMR). Likewise, the modern age is adapting
ASR spirituality i.e., Anti Sin Resistance. The viruses, bacterias and fungi
affecting our souls resist the narrow-gate life of Christian suffering.
Because, these seem asymptomatic in the colors of modernity. But
Christian Suffering or to bear Cross means to witness the Faith (as
Church) after all your quests and reasoning.

From a majority funerals of old faithful members of the Church, a
common statement | could hear in the condolence messages is - he/
she was very keen and punctual in attending the Divine Liturgy in the
Church. Not surprisingly an imminent common message at funeral will
be - “...... " (Actual state of silence). There would be no words to be
expressed as there is no fellowship nor any Sacramental experience
and fulfilment from the propitiating Altar of the Lord. If not turned to
the Paradisiacal ethnic life, the Liturgy prophesies thus-

“The world will cease from sacrifice and service; instead
Greed and love of money shall prevail on earth
In the last days nation shall rise against nation
And the towns and cities shall be devastated
Lord, care for the churches and monasteries for-
The day is near when Your praise shall cease within them.

(Bovutho of Mar Jacob, Compline of Saturday, Common Prayers-
Sheemo)

And then | wonder, our Lord appears in an Online Meet to ask us to
do so - Adamo Dotheno (Until He comes again) and the Prolocutor asks
us to mute the mics!!! a
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Women’s Day of the Holy Church

Mrs. Santha Sabu George

(Gregorian Community, Roha)

“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears the
Lord, she shall be praised (Proverbs 31:30)”.

W - Wondertul gift of nature,

O - Originator of life,

M - Monitor of a good family in external and internal affairs,
A - Able in every walk of life,

N - Nightingale in the garden of humanity.

As we all know the Holy Church observes a day every year as
“women's day”. Now we have celebrated it on 3rd December, 2023.
Would Iove to share a few thoughts on this. Before going into details
of the women’s day, first of all, let us think ‘who is a woman’ according
to our Bible. Proverbs 31 portraits us a role model of the woman and
gives the guidelines for leading a virtuous life. There are several other
women too in the Bible like Ruth, Abigail, Hannah, etc. A virtuous
woman is not only righteous in front of Lord but she is also loving,
caring, humble etc., A woman has so many roles like daughter,
daughter in law, sistet, sister in law, wife, mother, mother in law and
so on. We all can be '"Proverbs 31 woman'"', because “we have an
Omnipotent God”, for whom all things are possible through Christ”.

As we all know Holy Church’s Women’s day is the day St. Mary
visited Elizabeth, mother of St. John the Baptist and fore runner of
Jesus (St. Luke 1:39-46), in other words, the re-union of two saintly
Iadies. Elizabeth is Eli-Sheba, which means either ‘God’s promise’,
or ‘my God is bountiful/generous’ and Mary means ‘wise woman’ or
‘lady’. It is a Greek form of the Hebrew name Miriam. These two
noble Iadies were so dear and near to God, and are honored throughout
generations. Though there was a big difference in the age of the two,
they had conceived in an unusual and heavenly manner. Also at their
meeting, each recognized one anothert, that they and their children
will be extraordinary part of God's plan for humanity.

The Holy Church has converted this day as the women’s day as it
has the intention that her women flock should follow the life style of
these two. What are their qualities? They both were so noble, god
fearing, simple and humble. They were having certain similarities like
strong faith, obedience to God’s commands, eagerness in observing
the virtuous lives etc. Celebrating any feast day is mainly to remember
them and their good qualities. Unless and until we try to follow them,
our efforts for the remembrance are invalid.

When the first man was all alone in the Garden of Eden, God
decided to give him a companion and the first woman was created
(Genesis 2:22). God could have given something else as a companion,
instead of the woman. It was not at all an accidental incident that
God created woman. God was sure of the qualities of a good woman
and how she can be a good support/companion to him, hence He
created the woman. The ideal and wise woman could build up the
future of the family sound and strong. She is directly responsible for
the domestic management, and in raising the children in the virtuous
ways and means. In Proverbs 14:1 Solomon the wise advises us, “Every
wise woman builds her house, but the foolish plucks it down with her
hands.” A God fearing woman will be a true support for her husband
in the secular as well as religious affairs of the family.

A family is the miniature of heaven on earth, where the husband,
wife and the child/children share the love and happiness. In the
Christian concept the woman of the house is in the place of the Church
with Christ as the Head. ""She will remain in the house as a fruitful
vine” (Psalm 128:3). The Psalmist is presenting the woman very
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meaningfully. The vine produced by the grapes, will be liked and
enjoyed by all members of the family of different ages. Likewise a
woman has to take care of her words, deeds and thoughts which must
be enjoyable to all alike.

St. Mary is the role model for all the Christian ladies. Mary’s sanctity,
humility, patience, God-fearing nature and dedicated life from
childhood prepared her for her selection to be Mother of God. God
selected Virgin Mary at her young age and she offered herself to God
by saying "I am your maid, Let things happen to me according to the
will of God" (St. Luke 1: 38). Her perfect submission to the will of
God enabled her to achieve the highest position among all human
beings. All generations shall call her blessed. Mary’s faithful response
of I am your servant...... (St. Lk. 1:38) makes her the highest model
of obedience to God. When St. Mary got the greatest blessing she
uttered ""My soul does magnify the Lord"'. She remained humble before
God Almighty. She completely surrendered to the will of God and
believed without doubting. For she shows us, those who believe in
Christ, that no matter what the situation, nothing is impossible for
God, “For with God nothing will be impossible.”

Now let us see about Elizabeth. St. Luke 1:6 says ""And they were
both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord and were blameless." Which clearly tell us
that Elizabeth was a righteous, blameless and a godly woman obeying
all the commandments of God. The Holy Gospel introduces her as
just before God. We, women, have to follow these qualities. The
Church Fathers have interpreted St. Mary’s visit to Elizabeth’s house
as our Lord’s visit to His forerunner. Even though our Lord as well as
His forerunner were in their mothers’ wombs, still they both could
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greet each other and share their joy. Let us think how they both had
spent time together. They both were talking words that could add
glory to God. When Elizabeth heard the salutation of Virgin Mother
of God, she was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she praised God
Almighty. Likewise let us also utilize the opportunities available for
the greater glory of God.

Nowadays women are growing equal with men. The participation
of woman, in every walk of life, is very significant too and they excel
with utmost competence in their performance in every sector. But we
Christian ladies need not worry about our position, value and respect
in the society as the modern society ladies are worried and running
around in despair because we believe in our creator who is an
Omnipotent, Omniscient and Omnipresent God.

“Thy word was the rejoice of my heart” (Jeremiah 15:16.) We all
are passing through either or the other problems in our daily lives.
How many of us are depending on the word of God for a relief? Let
us try to learn the word of God, which would grant us peace and
comfort in the moments of distress. St. Paul in his Epistle to
Philippians (Chapter 4: verses 4-7) tells us how to rely on Him when
we are in troubles. We all talk about faith with long tongues. But

whenever we face a small problem we become totally disappointed.
Why we lose our hope? In whom we were keeping hope till then? The
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faithful who has real hope is in Lord Jesus will not have to worry. 1
Peter 5:7 says, cast all your worries on Him, because He cares.....

In our practical lives we forget what is meant by hope even. St.
Paul explains that hope is the certainty of the unseen things. The
future as a whole is the unseen events and deeds. We should not be
pathetic or uncertain about the net results of the future. If we surrender
ourselves to the God’s disposal, then there is no question of doubt or
worry. Since we are Christians, through us people around us must say
a Christian living is the most happiest and privileged life. We must
obey Jesus and for obeying Jesus, we must do what He has instructed
us. Mark 16:15-20 say Go into the whole world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. To believe in Him is to believe every sentence that
He spoke. We must live as true Christians in Him and with Him.
When others could find Lord Jesus in our words and deeds, they will
try to follow our Lord. That is the real gospel work or the true
witnessing, as desired by our Lord. Are we doing His will? So dear
sisters, let us exercise some time to find the answers for these as we
are the makers of our home, and through home, makers of the society.

""O woman great is thy faith."(St. Mathew 15:28). Each and every
woman of the Holy Church must long to hear so from our Lord and
God. It will be a rare blessing to get such an honor. Nothing is
impossible to God. So too He could make us also to hear so.

“AND SO LET US BE GLAD AND BEAR WITH
PATIENCE EVERYTHING THE WORLD
THROWS AT US, SECURE IN THE
KNOWLEDGE THAT IT IS THEN THAT WE
ARE MOST IN THE MIND OF GOD."
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Re-dedication of Nallasopara St. Gregorios OSC on 1st Octo-

ber 2023 by the hands of the Diocesan Metropolitan, Geevarghese
Mar Coorilos.
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Silvassa St Gregorios Orthodox Syrian Church, under the
vicarship of Fr. Lijo Daniel, celebrated its Parish Feast on

3rd, 4th and 5th of Nov 2023.
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“In spite of his great scholarship and high caliber interests, Fr. Samuel was a
simple and accessible person. His students who are at his ‘feet’ as he elucidated
the mystery of the Holy Trinity before them would vouchsafe this! One and all
loved him, there was not tinge of arrogance which is rather possible with men of
his stature-in, his manner of dealings. Seminarians who were his students recall
the sweetness and sincerity of Samuel Achan while he was their ‘Guru’.”
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re-establishing the long-lost
relationship with the Eastern Churches and Roman Catholic Church.”
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Powai St. Paul's OSC

PRAYER PUPS BY JEFFREY SMITH

'D%ngEROFHEE BN’ &l I DIDN'T 6OSSIP, COMPLAIN, secured the second runner
LL FIB, GET MAD, BE GREEDY, OR ‘e . .
MY WALK WITH 60D, DO ANY OF THE THINGS I'VE up position in the Gloria

BEEN TRYING TO CHANGE

UV m\g\w

THE ALARM WENT OFF
AND I HAD TO GET OUT

Ecumenical Carol Singing
Competition organized by
St. Thomas Malankara Syr-
ian Catholic Church in De-
cember 2023.
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THAT'S GREAT. THEN
WHAT HAPPENED?
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SOMETIMES IT'S HARD TO DO WHAT YOU KNOW
IS RIGHT, BUT IT'S ALWAYS WORTH TRYING.
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